
Cheslakees January 2023 

Ikasalala Alumas Nam’xanxila! (Happy New Year!) 
 

Gilakas’la. It has been a great start to the new year. The stu-
dents have come back to school with delightful stories of their 
break and are happily settling back into school routines.  
 
This month we have been learning about salmon, winter, our 
town, counting bigger numbers, and so much more. Our stu-
dents continue to be curious learners who ask wonderful ques-
tions to deepen their understandings of the topics. If you no-
tice your child struggling socially or emotionally,  please reach 
out to us for support and ideas on how to help.    
 
We are looking for community members to come and share 
their skills. If you are interested in teaching the students 
about a special interest 
(arts & crafts, gardening, 
dance, sports etc...) please 
let us know, we would love to 
have some special guests 
come into our school! 
 
Share the joy, 

Gilakas’la, 

 
~Ms. Jacqui Sneazwell   

January—Wa'ya̱nx̱  

 Wa'ya̱nx̱ : Herring Spawn-

ing Season 

Important Dates 

Jan. 20— Hot dog day 

Jan. 22—Chinese New Year 

Jan. 23—Feb. 6– Kindergar-
ten registration  

Feb. 2—Groundhog Day 

Feb. 10—School-based Pro-D 
day—no students 

Feb. 14- Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 20—Family Day, schools 
closed 

Feb. 24—Subway Day 

Mar. 9—Report cards issued  
for term 2 

Mar. 20-31—Spring Break, 
schools closed 

April 3—Students return 

April 7—Good Friday, schools 
closed 

April 10—Easter Monday, 
schools closed  
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Mrs Fraser shared her button 

blankets with the classes. Her 

family crest is the Thunder-

bird holding a salmon. The 

students were amazed by 

the amount of buttons on 

the blankets and are very 

inspired to create their own! 

Introducing Button Blankets 

https://ces.sd85.bc.ca/


 

It’s hard to believe, but it’s Kindergarten registration time for the 2023-2024 school 

year!  We ask you to share this information with members of the community who 

have children turning 5 before Dec. 31, 2023.  More information can be found in 

the North Island Gazette, on the district webpage at www.sd85.bc.ca, on posters 

around town, or by phoning the school.  Accurate predictions for enrollment     

allow staffing to be in place for September.    

The Kindergarten students presently with us will automatically be enrolled at    

Sunset School at the end of this school year.   

Kindergarten Registration  

 

  

“Come look, come look!” echoed through the forest as students found the beaver dams 
that they had built before the holiday break. They quickly engaged in adding more to 
their dams. They explored where animals might be safely sleeping for the winter. On 
another adventure we discovered that the woods can be an obstacle course to balance, 
jump, crawl over and under and all around. It is always so much fun to explore in nature! 

Nature Walk Tuesday  



In the Library with Mrs. Randall, Teacher-Librarian 

We are raising salmon in the Library.  After the aquarium was 

set up, each child came in to see it and to learn about its 

parts.  On  Friday, January 6th, eyed eggs were delivered.  

Each child took a turn putting eggs into the aquarium.   It was 

an exciting event!   

The eggs 

are from Cluxewe River Coho 

salmon.  We will be raising the 

salmon to the fry stage then re-

leasing them back into the 

Cluxewe  River. 

For almost thirty years salmon 

have been raised at Cheslakees 

through the Department of Fish-

eries and Oceans.  Thank you 

to      Mrs. Trudy Lacasse and 

Mrs. Debbie Anderson of the 

Stream to Sea program at the 

Quatse Salmon Centre for their 

support of the program.  

 

 
 THANK YOU! 

 

Thank you to Mosaic Forest 

Management Corp. for the 

generous donation to our food 

program!  We are happy to 

have healthy snacks on hand 

for our students. 



  

  

Important News Items 
 Registration at Non-Neighboring Schools: 

 The school district has a policy and process for students to attend a non-neighbour
 hood school. Please note the following application process for students who wish to 
 attend a school other than the one that is closest to their ordinary place of          
 residence:   
 1. Application for students to attend a non-neighbourhood school must be submitted 
 to the non-neighbourhood school no later than February 15th each year. Students 
 already attending a non-neighbourhood school do not need to reapply for subsequent 
 years.  

 2. Students must be registered at their respective neighbourhood school, the one 
 that is closest to their ordinary place of residence, before applying to enrol at a     
 non-neighbourhood school.  

 3. The school principal will confirm decisions about registrations at non-neighbour
 hood schools by October 1st.  

 4. Students attending a non-neighbourhood school who wish to transfer back to 
 their neighbourhood school should notify the neighbourhood school by February 
 15th.  For further information please contact your local school for a copy of the 
 Student Admissions Policy No. 2-295/R or visit the district website at 
 www.sd85.bc.ca  
 
 
 Healthy Lunches and Snacks: 
 

 

  

 Family Literacy Week is January 22-29, 2023: 

 What is family literacy? 

  
 "Family literacy is the way parents, children, and extended family members use       
 literacy at home and in the community. It occurs naturally during the routines of  
 daily life and helps children and adults get things done." - Hayden & Saunders, 2017 

 Playing games, telling and reading stories, cooking together and outdoor adventures 
 all promote literacy skills and family connection. 

 Please visit the Mount Waddington Family Literacy website and newsletter for some 
 fun ideas for family literacy at:  

 

 https://mwliteracynow.wordpress.com/ 
 

   

We encourage families to pack fresh fruits, vegetables, and other healthy 
foods in student lunches.  Please limit fruit juices and sugary snacks as they 
can interfere with student learning and development.   


