
 

On behalf of the staff at  Cheslakees Elementary, I’d like to 

welcome students, parents and guardians to the school year. 

It was a gorgeous summer and we are looking forward to a fab-

ulous fall.  Kindergarten is a year of wonder, learning, growing, 

curiosity, making friends, and it’s a lot of fun too!  Our days 

are filled with stories, letters, numbers, social skills, printing, 

inquiry, art, and many other activities.   

We are excited to let you know we can have volunteers in our 

building this year.  Volunteers are greatly appreciated for 

many activities, and especially on days when the whole class is 

painting!   If you would like to volunteer, phone or email Mrs. 

Ashford, and she will send home a volunteer police records 

check for you to take to the RCMP building.   

If you  have any questions, please feel free to talk to me or to 

the teachers.  I can be reached at 250-956-3411 or by email  

jcook@sd85.bc.ca 

~Jill Cook, Principal 

Important Dates 

September— 'lix̱a̱m  (time of 

the wide-faced moon) 

Every Tuesday—Nature 
Walk in the afternoon 

Sept. 29 Wear ORANGE  
day~ Every Child 
Matters 

Sept. 30—Truth &            
Reconciliation Day, 
schools closed.  

Oct. 10—Thanksgiving– 
schools closed.  

Oct. 11—Student  & class 
photo day 

Oct. 13—Performing Arts 
Performance at Sun-
set School 

Oct. 18—Early dismissal at 
2 p.m. for Student-
led Conferences 

Oct. 21—Provincial Pro-D 
Day—no students 

Nov. 11—Remembrance 
Day—Schools closed. 

Nov. 18—District Pro-D 
day—no students 

 

Cheslakees Elementary 

P.O. Box 1390 

Port McNeill, BC 

VON-2RO 

Phone: 250-956-3411 

Fax: 250-956-4999 

School website:  

https://ces.sd85.bc.ca/ 

Nature Walks 

Every Tuesday afternoon our whole school 

goes on a nature walk with a specific inten-

tion; such as looking for signs of fall, observ-

ing the leaves changing colour, looking for  

animal tracks, observing the birds and owls in 

the area, etc.  As we divide into smaller 

groups we are looking for volunteers to join 

us.  If you can volunteer please send Mrs. Ashford an email or 

phone her.  We go outside rain or shine, with the exception of 

days when gusting winds blow the rain sideways.  Please ensure  

your child has rain boots and a rain jacket at school.   



The School Office 

Adrienne Ashford, the school 
Admin. Assistant, is in the 
office when classes are in ses-
sion.  Please ensure that all 
messages come into the 
office before 2:00 p.m. to  be 
sure that the teacher receives 
the message.  If your child is  
going to be away or has a 
change to their dismissal  
routines, please phone the 
school in the morning.  
Please leave a message on 
the  answering machine  if 
the phone is not answered.  
This will  ensure teachers and  
students get messages. 

What to do if there is 
a Power Outage: 

In the event of a power out-
age occurring overnight or in 
the early morning, children 
should attend school unless it 
has been communicated that  
the school is closed.  If the 
power goes off during school 
hours students will continue 
to receive instruction until 
parents have been notified 
otherwise.   School closure 
information will be broad-
cast, if possible, on CBC radio 
and local radio (1240 AM), 
and posted to the school dis-

September Information: 

Who We Are: 

Jill Cook:-Principal and Teacher, Teresa Wadhams:- Teacher, Marilyn Ran-

dall:- Teacher & Teacher –Librarian, Adrienne Ashford: -Administrative As-

sistant, Joanne Olson: -Librarian Clerk,  Crystal Egely:—A/ Education Assis-

tant ,  Ashley Middlemiss, Crystal Egely and Susan Norris:- Lunch Monitors, 

Tracy Schulz: -Custodian, and  Shayla Fraser: First Nations Support Worker.  

Running Late in the Morning- Teachers take attendance first thing 
in the morning.  A child  who  is  not in class is marked absent.  The at-
tendance is delivered to Mrs. Ashford,  who begins phoning parents to 
ensure student  safety.  

When arriving late, please knock on your regular 
classroom door, or enter through the front door 
of the school and let Mrs. Ashford know you are 
here. This will help so that only necessary phone 
calls are made.   

You can also phone ahead and let us know you 
are coming and we will watch for you.  

Emergency Procedures and Student Release:  In case of an emergency 

such as an earthquake or fire, the school marshalling area is beside 

the greenhouse.  Only those people who are parents/guardians or 

listed emergency contacts are able to pick up students.   Please see 

your child’s teacher or call the office if you wish to have emergency 

contacts verified or updated.  When picking up your child, find the 

Student Release Area (near the greenhouse) , and a teacher will  rec-

ord the student pick-up.   

The Terry Fox Run   

We had an amazing and fun Terry Fox 

Run/Walk with smiling faces and chil-

dren doing their best to run three laps 

around the upper field.  The total 

amount of donations collected was  

$71.45.  Well done students of Cheslakees!   



  

  
  

Orange Shirt Day ~ Every Child Matters 

We wear orange  as a reminder of the lack of choice that In-

digenous children had at Residential School, and to commit 

ourselves to reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples.  The 

importance and significance of Orange Shirt Day will be 

taught in class.  We encourage everyone to wear  orange to 

school on Sept 29th. Schools will be closed on September 

30th to observe Truth and Reconciliation Day. 

 

 

 

 

Friendly Reminder—
We do go outside at 
recess and lunchtime 
in all types of weath-
er.  The rain has 
started so please 
make sure that your 
child comes to school 
with a warm rain 
jacket or a muddy 
buddy, and has boots 
for playing outside.  
We also recommend 
that each child have 
complete change of 
clothing to keep at 
school in case it is 
needed.   

THE PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

To keep up-to-date on what is happening around both Sunset 

Elementary School and the Cheslakees Early Learning Centre, 

we encourage parents to join the Parent Auxiliary Committee 

(PAC) Facebook page.  The Facebook page is called: “Port 

McNeill Elementary Schools’ PAC” .   

All parents are welcome to attend PAC meetings, held monthly 

in the evening.  Please check the PAC Facebook page for infor-

mation on when the next meeting is scheduled.  

“Home Books”  The books are a wonderful way to communicate be-
tween school and home.  Sometimes there will be items for you to 
take out and keep.  Also, there may be times you wish to send us 
notes.  Please return the books daily.   

Outdoor Exploration 



  

Measures, Practices and Policies to Reduce 

the Risk of  Communicable Disease 

Daily Health Checks 

Before school, staff will conduct a health check. Parents/
Guardians are to conduct a health check on their child.    

Sick Children 

If your child is not feeling well, please keep them home.  If your 
child becomes sick at school, a parent/guardian will be called to 
pick them up.  

Masks 

Mask wearing is a personal choice.  Staff will support family de-
cisions regarding masks.   

Cleaning and Hand Hygiene  

The classrooms and other areas within the school building  are 
fully cleaned at least once every 24 hours.  Students will wash 

their hands regularly throughout the day with 
soap and water. Upon entering the building, all 
staff and students will sanitize/wash their hands.   

Accessing the Building 

We will continue to enter our school through the 
classroom doors.  Parents are welcome to enter 

the building through the front doors during school hours if they 
wish to meet with someone in the office.  

 If you wish to talk with a staff member phone the school and 
leave a message or talk to the teacher at drop off time.  Anoth-
er great and appreciated way to communicate messages is to 
write a note and put it in your child’s home book.  We will see 
the message in the morning.   

Communication 

If anything in our routines changes, we will let families know via 
a notice in the home books, our Facebook site, and through our 
school website.   

PLEASE NOTE: 

CHESLAKEES 

SCHOOL IS A NUT -

FREE SCHOOL.  We 

do have students in 

the building with se-

vere allergies to nuts.   

For this reason, we ask 

students not to share 

food, and  not to bring 

homemade items to 

share or give out to oth-

er students.   

If your child is miss-
ing any clothing or 
other items, please 
check the lost and 
found bin in our hall-
way outside the class-
rooms.  We try our 
best to find the own-
ers of found items, 
but some things can 
remain unclaimed. 



  

  

 

From the Library  

Our Library is a “Hub of Learning” for the school.  

Each Monday morning the children come to the Library for library skills instruction and 

book exchange. Books, in their special protective bags, are signed out for a week. If 

possible, please return books on or before Monday morning so that we are ready for 

library day.  

We welcome members of the community to share their expertise with the children. 

Sometimes authors visit and tell about writing and illustrating books. Sometimes high 

school students share their knowledge.  

About the Library’s name: 

Our Library is the Mary F. Waite Memorial Library. Many parents will remember Mrs. 

Waite. Mary Waite was an exemplary teacher and teacher librarian. She taught four-

teen years at Cheslakees until her retirement in 2004. She devoted many, many hours 

and a great deal of personal money to building a wonderful library. When you visit the 

Library, look above the circulation desk and you will see a picture of Mrs. Waite, along 

with a plaque presented in her honour. You will find her signature in many of the books 

she donated.  

About The Importance of Reading with your Children: 

“A classic study of reading achievement worldwide found that the number one variable 

associated with reading achievement in the world was parental involvement.” Artfully 

Teaching the Science of Reading, 2022. 

The importance of reading with and to your child(ren) cannot be overestimated. 

Marilyn Randall, Teacher-Librarian  



  

  

SD 85 Elementary School Counselling Services 
            

   

Hello, Families! 
 

Just wanted you to know that school counselling services are available to all students. If your child is 
having some struggles due to social/emotional issues (such as anxiety, loss/grief, divorce or other family 
issues, friendship problems, or other challenges), please feel free to request a school counselling referral 
form. You may wish to discuss your concerns with your child’s teacher, the principal, or myself, first (see 
my contact info below).  
 

I will be at Cheslakees School every other Friday, this year. (I provide school counselling for all the ele-
mentary schools in our school district). 
 

If you would like to contact me, you can email ahagen@sd85.bc.ca , or text me at 250-230-7711, to set up 
a time to talk. Let me know if I can help you with any school counselling concerns, support resources, or 
assistance accessing other counselling services such as Child & Youth Mental Health (CYMH) or North 
Island Crisis & Counselling Centre (NICCC). 
 

I hope that you and your child have a successful and enjoyable school year! 
 

Kind regards, 

Angela Hagen 

If you would like a School Counselling Referral Form, or more information regarding school counselling, please con-

tact your school principal, or email the school counsellor directly, Angela Hagen at ahagen@sd85.bc.ca 

Please park in the main parking lot when picking up and dropping off your child.  

We need to keep the school driveway clear for the school buses and emergency 

vehicles.  Keeping vehicles out of the driveway keeps children safe. 

mailto:ahagen@sd85.bc.ca

